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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed November 6, 2000 fails to comply with 
37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, 
as it is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information, of the German patent 1 ,513,765 
listed that is not in the English language. The German patent has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Drawings 

Figures 1 and 2 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art-- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing 
correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and disfinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. 

A broad range or limitation together with a narrow range or limitation that falls 
within the broad range or limitafion (in the same claim) is considered indefinite, since 




Application/Control Number: 09/643,679 P^ge 3 

Art Unit: 2834 

the resulting claim does not clearly set forth the metes and bounds of the patent 
protection desired. Note the explanation given by the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences in Ex parte Wu, 10 USPQ2d 2031, 2033 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1989), as 
to where broad language is followed by "such as" and then narrow language. The 
Board stated that this can render a claim indefinite by raising a question or doubt as to 
whether the feature introduced by such language is (a) merely exemplary of the 
remainder of the claim, and therefore not required, or (b) a required feature of the 
claims. Note also, for example, the decisipns of Ex parte Steigewald, 131 USPQ 74 
(Bd. App. 1961); Ex parte Hall, 83 USPQ 38 (Bd. App. 1948); and Ex parte Hasche, 86 
USPQ 481 (Bd. App. 1949). In the present instance, claim 8 recites the t)road recitation 
"securely connected', and the claim also recites "in particular welded' which is the 
narrower statement of the range/limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Applicant's admitted Prior Art (APA). 

Referring to claim 1 , APA discloses a horizontal-axis electrical machine, 
comprising a casing (14), which is reinforced by casing ribs (24-27) and is subdivided 
into a bottom casing section (15) and a removable top casing section (16), and 
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comprising a laminated stator core (11), which is braced in bearing rings (13), which are 
arranged perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the machine, are spaced apart from 
one another and are resiliently connected at a plurality of points of their outer 
circumference to the bottom casing section (15) by means of fastening parts (22), 
wherein between the laminated stator core (1 1) or the bearing rings (13) and the bottom 
casing section (15) there are arranged fixedly adjusted securing means (28,29), which 
during transportation of the machine limit the axial relative movement between the 
laminated stator core (1 1 ) or the bearing rings (1 3) and the bottom casing section (1 5), 
and during operation ensure a free expansion of the warmer laminated stator core (11) 
with respect to the colder casing (15 and page 3, lines 29-37). 

Referring to claim 2, APA discloses that the casing ribs (24-27) run parallel to the 
bearing rings (13), and in that the securing means (28,29) are respectively arranged 
between a bearing ring (13) and a neighboring casing rib (24-27). 

Referring to claim 3, APA discloses that the securing means (28-29) are 
designed as spacers which extend between the respective bearing ring (13) and the 
neighboring casing rib (24-27), and which are connected by one end securely to the 
bearing ring (13) or the neighboring casing rib (24-27) and have a clearance between 
the other end and the neighboring casing rib (24-27) or the bearing ring (13 and page 3, 
lines 29-37). 

Referring to claim 4, APA discloses that the spacers are designed such that they 
are adjustable in their length (page 3, lines 29-37). 
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Referring to claim 5, APA discloses that the spacers comprise in each case a 
threaded sleeve and a screw screwed into the threaded sleeve (page 2 line 38 through 
page 3, line 3). 

Referring to claim 6, APA discloses that the laminated stator core (1 1 ) extends 
on both sides of a vertical center plane oriented perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of 
the machine, and in that the spacers for the bearing rings (13) further away from the 
vertical center plane are respectively arranged only between the bearing ring (13) and 
the neighboring casing rib (24-27) lying closer to the vertical center plane. 

Referring to claim 7, APA discloses that the spacers for the bearing rings (13) 
lying closer to the vertical center plane are respectively arranged between the bearing 
ring (13) and the two neighboring casing ribs (24-27). 

Referring to claim 8, APA discloses that the fastening parts (22) comprise 
elongate fastening plates (19) which act as leaf springs, are vertically arranged and are 
welded, in each case in the middle region to the bottom casing section (15) and at the 
ends of the bearing rings (1 3). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Guillermo Perez whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5443. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday and 
alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (703) 308 1371 . The fax phone 
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numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
305 3432 for regular communications and (703) 305 3432 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308 
0956. 




Guillermo Perez 
January 24, 2002 



